
LOS ANGELES, CA —The Craft and Folk Art Museum is pleased to be honoring artist/designer  
Gere Kavanaugh and community activist, Wally Marks, III at the annual Craft Affair Gala Brunch to be 
held at the museum on Sunday, October 6, 2013 from 11am to 2 pm. The gala will include an elegant 
brunch, music, a silent auction and gallery tours of the exhibitions Nathalie Miebach: Changing  
Waters and Artifacts of a Life Lived by the Living to Live, curated by artist Chris Johanson.

ABOUT THE HONOREES
Gere Kavanaugh is the Principal of Gere Kavanaugh Designs, a design company she launched over 
35 years ago. With design products in several major museums and having earned various awards 
including the C.O.L.A. Award, Kavanagh is one of the leading female designers in California. Her de-
sign projects include store interiors, homes, town clocks, a research room for the Nixon Presidential 
Library and Museum, light fixtures, textiles and furniture. She is known both nationally and interna-
tionally, publishing in Japan, Korea, Ireland, England, France and Central America.

Prior to opening Gere Kavanaugh Designs, Gere gained experience with several well known com-
panies. She worked in design and exhibitions for General Motors and acted as Head of Interiors for 
architect Victor Gruen. Over the years, Gere has shared an office with design luminaries Frank Gehry, 
Greg Walsh, Deborah Sussman and Dan Chadwick. She also received an NEA Grant for a study of 
Vernacular Architecture – Home Sweet Home, an exhibition at the Craft and Folk Art Musuem. Gere 
graduated from Memphis College of Arts with a BFA and was the 5th woman to go through the  
design department at Cranbrook Academy of Arts, earning an MFA.

Wally Marks, III is a fifth generation Californian, who grew up in Los Angeles as a member of a family 
dedicated to civic philanthropy. Wally studied engineering and architecture at UC Berkeley, and, in 
1988, Wally joined his grandfather and father in commercial real estate. Today, Wally runs his family 
real estate and asset management company with approximately 500,000 square feet of commercial 
and retail properties all located in the greater Los Angeles area.  He is well-known for his renovation 
of the historical Helms Bakery Building, in Los Angeles/Culver City. This eleven-acre site has become 
a “Center For Home Furnishings And The Arts.”

Wally is an energetic Los Angeles leader whose activities include serving as President of the Miracle  
Mile Civic Coalition, Chair and Board Member of the Craft and Folk Art Museum, Los Angeles, Board 
Member of St. Elmo Village – a live/work artist colony in Los Angeles, Past Chair and Board Trustee 
of the Mirman School, Los Angeles, and Past Board Member of the Culver City Chamber  
of Commerce.

ABOUT THE CRAFT AND FOLK ART MUSEUM
The Craft and Folk Art Museum (CAFAM) engages people through diverse exhibitions and programs 
that challenge established ideas about craft and folk art. Located on Los Angeles’ historic Muse-
um Row, CAFAM is the city’s only institution exclusively dedicated to celebrating craft, design and 
folk art. The Museum’s dynamic exhibitions feature established and emerging artists whose work is 
rooted in both traditional and contemporary craft and design. It is a venue that makes art accessible 
to all audiences and serves as a forum in which art can be presented and described by the artists and 
communities who create it. Museum programs include artist residencies, poetry readings, craft work-
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shops, family programs and the Folk Art Everywhere Program which creates arts access for Angelinos 
outside of the museum walls.
 
CAFAM began its life in 1965 as The Egg and The Eye, an innovative café and gallery housed across 
the street from the newly-opened Los Angeles Country Museum of Art (LACMA). It was founded by 
Edith Wyle, an artist and businesswoman who had a passion for the humanistic, universally mean-
ingful art found in the handmade work of traditional artisans and adventurous craftspeople. The Egg 
and the Eye was incorporated as the Craft & Folk Art Museum in 1973, becoming one of the first 
museums to launch the stretch of Wilshire Boulevard now known as Museum Row. From its inception, 
CAFAM had a reputation for being a “living museum,” offering artist-led workshops and educational 
programs. Known for taking risks, CAFAM held early exhibitions for now well-established artists like 
Beatrice Wood, Frank Romero, Otto Natzler, and Sam Maloof.

The museum also features the CAFAM Shop, which has been named one of Southern California’s 
best museum shops by Los Angeles Magazine and LA Weekly. Offering a selectively curated array 
of gifts, art, clothing, and housewares from around the world, the CAFAM Shop forges relationships 
with global and local artisans and ensures them a fair wage.

For current program and exhibition information call 323-937-4230 or visit www.cafam.org.

Location: 5814 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036

Craft Affair will be held October 6, 2013
11AM to 2PM in the museum courtyard.
Tickets to Craft Affair can be purchased online at craftaffair.cafam.org
For information, call 323-937-4230 x21
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